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passion, which seemed to consume everything which stood
in its way.   He assailed the English Church as the enemy
of the nation, and the oppressor of the common people.   It
would be idle to deny that there was an immense amount of
bitterness in this speech, and in the many which followed
it on the same theme in after years,   Balfour rose at once to
castigate him for it; and even the friendly Manchester
Guardian next day commented, though not unkindly, upon
the extraordinary resentment and animosity which the
speech displayed.   But unlike die Tory politicians, the great
newspaper was able to extract the right moral: " Mr*
Lloyd George's speech," it declared, " will be a revelation
to most Englishmen of the unsuspected depths of passionate
animosity entertained by the Welsh masses for the English
Church in Wales*   The temper may be bitter, and it may
be unjust, but it clearly exists in formidable strength, and it
is a good thing that Englishmen should be left under no
illusion on that point.   There may be reasons for maintain-
ing the Anglican Church in Wales, but there is against it at
all events this reason, that it is a source of fierce resentment
and exasperation to the majority of Welshmen,   Like all
Celtic peoples, like all peoples who have had a hard struggle
to resist absorption, the Welsh have long memories, and
their indictment against the Church goes back for eight
centuries or more,"   But when a leading Liberal news-
paper was as tepid in its sympathy as this editorial suggests
the Manchester Guardian to have been, can one wonder
that Lloyd George and his more zealous friends felc sure
that nothing short of coercion would ever induce an
English Ministry, of no matter what political complexion,
to run risks for the cause on which Wales had set its
heart?
The first Disestablishment Bill passed its second reading
by a majority of forty-four.  True to his old principles in